
Critical Paper Assignment: due Tuesday, December 8 at the start of class 
 
For our final paper, you will respond to one of the prompts detailed below. If none of 
these prompts are of interest, you may also develop your own prompt; however, please 
consult with me on your own prompt before going ahead. When responding, you must 
organize your paper around an argumentative thesis and utilize textual evidence to 
support your argument. (Be sure to explain why your argument matters!) Outside 
research is not required, but you may make use of it if you wish. Your final paper should 
be 6-7 pages long in MLA format (1-inch margins, Times New Roman or similar 12-
point font, works cited page, etc). 
 

1) What is the importance of place in In an Antique Land, Saturday, or both?  
2) How does the portrayal of history in In an Antique Land compare to the portrayal 

of memory in Saturday (or vice versa)? Why does it matter? 
3) How is Henry Perowne’s belief system in Saturday similar to the portrayal of 

Islam in late twentieth century Nashawy/Lataifa?  
4) Can Saturday and In an Antique Land be considered post-secular texts? Why or 

why not? 
5) Pick an Agha Shahid Ali poem and think about it in comparison to In an Antique 

Land. What are the similarities and differences in the way each treats exile?  
6) What is the purpose of including three story/timelines in In an Antique Land? 
7) In her article “Postcolonial Melancholia in Ian McEwan’s Saturday,” Elizabeth 

Kowaleski Wallace writes, “the novel seems to imply that the author endorses 
Henry’s perspective” (466). Do you agree with this assessment? What are the 
implications of your position? (Note: you will obviously need to read Wallace’s 
article for this prompt, which may be found in the winter 2007 issue of the journal 
Studies in the Novel).  

8) Why does McEwan choose to feature “Dover Beach” in the climactic scene of 
Saturday? Why not another poem, or no poem at all? 

 
As always, please be sure to email me a copy of your paper and bring a hard copy to 
class. Let me know if you have any questions!  


